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 Good morning!  We come together today to pray for our dear Sister Ann, … at this table where we 

bring our most important hopes and thanks and concerns,… in faith that they are joined in the offering of 

Jesus in praise of our God. 

 We might ask ourselves, what could the young Charlotte Sharp, our Sister Ann, have understood 

about responding to a call to this monastery as a senior in high school?  And what did she understand after a 

lifetime here?  We may try to guess. 

Thomas Merton taught the novices at Gethsemane that the monastery, the “school of the Lord’s 

service” (as St. Benedict called it), is a school where we learn about mercy.  In the monastery we live 

together and we pray and work together.  Steeped in praying the psalms—which can be seen like a Reader’s 

Digest condensed edition of the whole of Hebrew Scriptures, or as are accustomed to call it, the Old 

Testament,--we come to be marinated in a sense of how pervasive is God’s loving mercy for the people of 

God.  And, at the same time, we live closely enough with the others that we can disappoint and hurt one 

another in ways that call forth forgiveness and mercy from our God ….and from one another.  This can be 

seen as a description of our vow of “Conversion through a Monastic Way of life” and how it is supposed to 

work.  Sister Ann publicly renewed her commitment of fidelity to this way of life just this past July. 

 What was Sister Ann’s understanding of God?  We may find a sketch of how she understood her God 

in the hymns of today’s liturgy. By the way, she chose the hymns and songs we are singing today for her 

funeral.  How do they speak of God?  We can think about that as we sing them today:  God of Loveliness, 

…Lord of all Hopefulness,….How Great Thou Art!…Taste and See the Goodness of the Lord… 

 I think we can say that Ann’s life and work reflected such an understanding of God.   Her supportive 

lifetime of mentoring was rooted in a listening heart—mentoring family, mentoring her sisters in community,  

mentoring the VISTA volunteers and other teachers she hired and supervised, and mentoring students she 

taught.  Benedict’s Rule starts with the injunction: Listen with the Ear of your heart.  And, she did.   In 

recent years, her struggle with being hard of hearing was a poignant confirmation of her listening heart.  She 

worked so very hard to hear. 

 As I was pondering on these remarks, I was reminded of something Ann shared with me when I was a 

new Prioress several years ago.  She showed me a picture of an unusual representation of Christ on the 

cross. In it, a vibrant and crucified Christ leans a bit forward and reaches out his right arm in a loving 

accepting gesture, a gesture of loving kindness…from the Cross.  A gesture of loving kindness and 

acceptance that is meant for all of us. 

 In this holy season of Christmas---and in our era of expanded awe at our perception and 

understanding of our expanding universe, as well as the mounting challenges we face in our world…we dare 

to ponder and hope for the promise of the eternal future of God…for our Sister Ann and for all of us. 


