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Happy Easter! 

We are surrounded by signs of Easter joy: the candle, the banners, the flowers, 

the brightly colored clothing.  Last night, the community sang Alleluia for the first 

time in well over a year.  In a very short while, we will renew our Baptismal vows, and 

be sprinkled with Holy Water.  All of these things both remind us of and create in us 

the joy of Easter.   

 But when I looked for signs of Easter joy in today’s Gospel, they were 

surprisingly difficult to find.  Instead what I found was what Sister Susan Quaintance 

described so wonderfully aptly on Holy Thursday as “a bucket of emotions.”  Jesus, 

himself, is almost completely absent from today’s Gospel.  So whatever this Gospel 

has to tell us, it seems to be in  the actions and reactions of the disciples.  Although 

the Gospel describes only actions and not the emotions associated with them, the 

actions of the disciples in today’s Gospel, suggest that they--the people who knew 

Jesus best, who walked with him, ate with him, had their feet washed by him--were 

confused, and doubted and grieved and wondered what was going on when 

confronted with the empty tomb.  Although they have seen who Jesus was and what 

he did while he was alive, resurrection--at least at first--was less real to them than his 

death and the empty tomb. 



Three disciples approach the tomb in today’s Gospel; each of them getting 

closer than the last.  Mary of Magdala is first.  It is still dark when she arrives, the 

Gospel of John tells us, although other Gospels suggest it was later in the morning.  

And she gets only close enough to the tomb to see that the stone had been removed 

before she runs away.  “They have taken the Lord,” she tells the others, “and we don’t 

know where they have put him.”  

The other disciple arrives next at the tomb--and he gets a little closer.  He can 

see into the tomb, but he still does not go in, stopped by the sight of the burial cloths.    

Peter arrives last and he does enter the tomb.  Then, possibly drawn by Peter, 

the other disciple also enters.  This time what he sees leads him to believe.  But this 

belief does not seem to have brought him unalloyed joy--since we are told that they 

did not yet understand that Jesus had to rise from the dead.   

Because the resurrection overcomes crucifixion but it does not wipe it out.  

Mary Deeley noted in her Good Friday reflections at Sheil that the symbol of our faith 

is not the empty tomb but the cross.  We are singing our Easter Alleluia’s--at least this 

year--from behind masks.  But we are singing it. 

Just as  understanding and belief and joy DO come to the disciples.  The same 

Peter who in today’s Gospel believed but did not understand, in the first reading, has 

been transformed by his encounter with the Risen Christ and the Holy Spirit.  The 

seed of his belief, which was sown in the empty tomb with the sight of the linens  has 



come to fruition, not only in his understanding, but also in his spreading the Good 

news.   

Because Peter’s belief in the resurrection….OUR belief in the resurrection isn’t 

just about a belief in an historical event that happened once two thousand years ago.  

It is a belief in a God who loves us and is with us in the here and now.  A God who 

loved us--who loves us--to the point of death and beyond.  A God whose love for us 

is so great that even death--or our confusion and doubts and fears and grief--could 

not--cannot stop it.   

THAT is the source of our Easter joy. 

Happy Easter.   


