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Palm Sunday 2021 
Sister Patricia Crowley, OSB 
March 28, 2021 
Mk 11:1-10; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1—15:47 
 
We come today to Jerusalem, the bustling metropolis where excitement, conflict, and 
danger pervade. 
We come today to Jerusalem, the Holy City, the city in Israel…. 
We come to our own Jerusalem. 
 
We have listened to the story as told by Mark, somewhat succinctly and full of 
poignant details. 
 
In these coming days we begin anew to move toward the Cross and beyond. 
The cross is central. 
The cross is paradoxical. 
The cross is mystery. 
The cross is essential. 
The cross is a rich image 
 The cross is a powerful reality in our Christian lives.  
 
What we say of Jesus’ passion reflects how we understand God’s involvement in our 
own suffering.  (Reid)   Jurgen Moltmann speaks of the cross as the site of “God’s 
direct entry into the realm of human suffering”, as the real symbol of God’s 
participation in our suffering. (cf.  Paul Crowley, SJ,) 
 
The cross, thus, is a sign of our God who shares in our world’s human suffering 
because in that moment of feeling abandoned and powerless and deeply emotional, 
we see love (God) enter into all of human suffering.    We can relate! 
 
What we say about the cross reflects our own self – understanding!!!! 
 
We know there are many ways to think about this reality.  We know it is only in the 
context of the whole paschal mystery that it even begins to make any sense.  It is only 
in the light of the resurrection and the teaching about Jesus’ continuing to live in and 
through us that this reality takes on a different perspective.  
 
The cross is not an end in itself.   Its mystery is an opportunity to deepen our own 
sense of God and our own sense of human life.  
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As we enter into this holiest of weeks in our liturgical year, we remember that we are 
called: to enter willingly, into our own suffering and into the suffering in our world.  
 
This week into which we are entering is full of paradox.   Paradox is often the 
language of religion and the paschal mystery is, of course, the ultimate paradox! 
 
May this be a very Holy Week!!!   As we enter into the mystery of the cross and move 
toward the most important celebration of the liturgical year -  Easter Sunday, one 
week from today. 


