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Around the 26th year of  the Christian era, hearts and minds in Israel were stirring.  Mixed 

expectation and anxiety were in the air. Herod was turning the Jerusalem Temple into a 

magnificent monument. This made some people hopeful.  Perhaps the great and terrible 

day of  the Lord was near. The Messiah would appear and God would destroy Israel's 

enemies and begin an era of  peace.  After all, Herod was building a fitting dwelling place 

for God. Others saw the temple project as Herod's glorification of  himself. The Essenes 

built a community out in the desert, far from what they saw as a corrupt society to await the 

Day of  the Lord. 

 

Then John the Baptist, a fiery and severe figure whose clothes and diet link him to Elijah 

the prophet appears. Malachi the prophet had written that Elijah would return before the 

Day of  the Lord, which heightened expectations.  Crowds went out to the desert to hear 

John preach. He warns that Jewish national identity is not enough, that the nation needs to 

return to fidelity to the Covenant and to God's law. And John insists that the breaking of  

God into the world must be accompanied by repentance. 

 

In our first reading we hear Isaiah's dream of  a new beginning for the kingdom of  Judea. 

The new beginning is embodied in a new ruler upon whom the Spirit of  God rests. In his 

reign the poor are treated righteously, the meek are given a fair hearing, and the wicked are 

eliminated. This ruler will establish a Peaceable Kingdom, an impossible-seeming dream in 

which enemies reconcile, all children are safe, all political leadership is wise, and humans 

and non-humans live in respect and concord. 

 

This peaceable kingdom also requires that we repent. We all know what repentance is: a 

radical turn from one way of  life to another, a surrender to God, a confession of  sins. And 



most of  us know that the word for repentance in the Christian scriptures is metanoia.  

Metanoia is a complete change in mental attitude, a change of  mind that leads to action. 

Repentance is taking an honest and searching look at our values and the way we live them 

out. Do they accord with what a young man I know describes as the original program of  

Jesus?  Repentance requires that we continually call into question our actions, decisions and 

judgements. It means opening ourselves to the perspective of  others and not assuming that 

our perspective is always the same as the perspective of  God. 

 

It's been 2,000 years and we are still waiting. The poor and the meek remain afflicted, 

predators continue to prey, violence flourishes around the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, and 

the earth is not filled with the knowledge of  God. The earth and all creatures on it are in 

danger of  extinction. What are we waiting for?  

 

Advent is a penitential season. Advent also presents an almost impossible possibility. Rather 

than just waiting for God to come and create the Peaceable Kingdom, are we being called 

to a partnership, a partnership of  humanity and divinity that could create a new earth?  

 

Is there a possibility that we can work as God's partners so that humans do not treat each 

other in ways worse than wild beasts do? That we can take small steps toward creating 

equity and righteousness amongst ourselves and caring for the earth our common home?  

Advent represents a new beginning and the Spirit is with us here and now.  
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