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   Good morning!  Today, in our liturgy we observe the end of one Liturgical year, the 

annual cycle of celebrations; and, next Sunday we will begin another with the First Sunday 

of Advent, proceeding into a new liturgical year.  Maybe this is why, today’s Scripture 

readings for this feast of Christ the King, seemed like a kind of tapestry of so many 

images from diverse liturgical feasts and celebrations throughout the whole year of 

worship: with allusions to Christmas, Holy Week, old testament history and new testament 

as well.   In the first reading we heard about David, who had been a shepherd boy, later 

emerging as the leader apparent to bring together the two kingdoms of Israel as they grew, 

after some times of struggle, grew into God’s chosen people.  The feast of Christ the King 

is relatively new as church things go; it had been celebrated in its 1925 origin in October… 

until Pope Paul VI more recently moved it to its current spot at the very end of the 

liturgical year, alluding to the end times.  At Christmas, we will highlight our newborn king, 

of the house of David, connecting him, to the kingship of David.  He is our newborn king 

and also to become our good shepherd. 

  Today’s gospel selection places us at Calvary, at Jesus’s crucifixion when one of the 

thieves at his side asks Jesus to remember him when Jesus enters into his kingdom.  Christ 

the King crucified. 

      Some scripture scholars say today’s reading from Colossians was likely taken from a 

hymn used in early Christian worship, a Christ hymn taken by the writer of the letter to 

the Colossians ---Paul or one of his disciples—who included it in the letter—that was a 

letter sent to encourage these early believers in their faith.  We know how it works when a 

familiar melody or line from a song helps a writer or speaker get their point across.  We 

may find ourselves humming if for days as we mull over the story or experience.  There is 

an historical understanding about Christian worship that says, in praying we reflect our 

believing. In Latin: lex orandi, lex credendi meaning that what we pray is what we believe. 

     Here the quoted hymn expresses our beliefs too and we will soon repeat some of these 

in our Creed.  The line that I hope will stay with me for a while says:  



He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  The hymn goes 

on: In Him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and invisible… 

All things were created through him and for him.  He is before all things and in him all 

things hold together.  He is the head of the body, the church.  He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, for in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through 

him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross.  And, after 

he dies, his followers see him alive again…Risen, //the same as before, yet 

unaccountably new. 

And we learn that this is the pattern or our faith and of our Christian life: suffering, death, 

and resurrection.  Always we begin again. 

    Jesus is born to humanity to show us how to live human life---Jesus is the image of the 

invisible God.  He took on flesh, to show us how to live human life in the flesh.   

Our Pope Francis encourages us to carry this understanding into the way we need to work 

to figure out so many things in our time: how to treat the earth, our common fleshly 

material home. 

Jesus is the image of the invisible God.  He teaches us to love, to see as he sees, to see 

all as neighbors, to see ourselves as part of the earth, part of creation, and to treat it 

carefully—with reverence, just as we should our family and neighbors… 

     The 20th century Jesuit theologian Karl Rahner said:  Christians of the future will be 

mystics or they will not exist at all. 

     To take it all in, to pray, to believe…The tapestry of today’s readings brings that 

mysticism idea back.  What would it be like to live more consciously, each day 

remembering that Jesus is the image of the invisible God.  And to remember that it is into 

that reality that we are baptized. 

 

  

 


