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Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
January 1, 2021 
Reflection by Sister Virginia Jung, OSB 
Numbers 6: 22-27 | Galatians 4: 4-7 | Luke 2: 16-21 

The readings today are filled to overflowing with the message of God’s love for you. In 

the reading from the Book of Numbers, the written text of the traditional priestly 

blessing for the people of Israel appears in verse: 

The Lord bless you and keep you! 

The Lord let his face shine upon you, 

and be gracious to you! 

The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 

And each line of the blessing ends with an exclamation mark! We know that the word 

God used for peace, Shalom, is rich in meaning – a peace that consists in well being, 

good health, prosperity, happiness, friendship – those are the building blocks of the 

peace God desires for you. And this blessing was given to Moses to share with Aaron 

and his family, with instructions to continually bestow it on the people and in this way 

(and others), God would be with them. God’s point is that we need each other in order to 

be in right relationship with God. 

Saint Paul highlights this relationship and he also elaborates on how it has changed with 

the birth of Jesus Christ. When he writes that this came about in the fullness of time, he 

emphasizes that the birth of Christ fulfilled the prophecies of the ages. This redemption 

makes us the children – the sons and daughters of God – a family of believers. As 

mature, adult children, that relationship also carries responsibility – to live out God’s 

promises – to do our part to bring them to fulfillment. Biagio Mazza is a pastoral worker 

here in the United States who assures us that the Sons of the text refers to men and 

women – sons and daughters. He notes that only a few verses before this, Saint Paul had 

written: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is 

not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Mazza goes on to say – “This 
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prophetic text remains a challenge for the church in every way.” Indeed. The values of 

equity, diversity, and inclusion, so much under discussion in society today, have been at 

the heart of the Christian message from the beginning.   Nevertheless, the family of God 

has yet to really understand them or to commit to them. So in our time, in this specific 

place, as church, as sons and daughters of God, it is our turn. In Fratelli Tutti, Pope 

Francis urges us to take up this work in earnest. 

Now someone who excels at embodying, practicing, and promoting the values of equity, 

diversity, and inclusion, is Mary, the Mother of God, the guest of honor at today’s feast.   

Mary has a lot to say to us.  When we stay teachable, we learn from her. Over the history 

of the Church, the family of God has come to know Mary through our prayers and 

through the teaching in the schools and the homes of each generation. Her perseverance 

in sharing her all inclusive love and in making known God’s love moves us to name her: 

 St. Mary of Perpetual Help 

 Our Lady of Tepeyac 

 Mother of Divine Grace 

 Immaculate Conception 

 Our Lady of the Holy Family 

 Mother of God 

 Our Lady Gate of Heaven 

 Our Lady of Peace 

 Our Lady of Fatima 

 Our Lady of Knock 

 Our Lady of Loretto 

 Queen of Angels 

 Queen of the Rosary 

 Queen of the Universe 

 Mother of Mercy 

 Santa Maria Incoronata 
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 Our Lady of the Lake 

 Queen of All Nations 

 Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

 St. Mary, Queen of the Apostles 

 Our Lady of the Lakes 

 Immaculate Heart of Mary 

 Holy Name of Mary 

 Santa Maria Addolorata 

 Santa Maria del Popolo 

 Mary of the Annunciation 

 Mary of the Angels 

 Mary of Celle 

 Mary of Chestochova 

 Mary of the Lake 

 Mary, Queen of Heaven 

 Mary, Seat of Wisdom 

 Mary, Star of the Sea 

 Mary of Vernon 

 Mary of the Wayside 

 Mater Christi 

 Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Our Lady of the Brook 

 Our Lady of Charity 

 Our Lady of Grace 

 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 Our Lady of Humility 

 Our Lady of Hope 

 Our Lady of Lourdes 
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 Our Lady, Mother of the Church 

 Our Lady of the Mount 

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 Our Lady of Ransom 

 Our Lady of the Ridge 

 Our Lady of the Snows 

 Our Lady of Victory 

 Our Lady of the Wayside 

 Our Lady of the Woods 

 Queen of All Saints 

 Queen of Martyrs 

 Our Lady of the Angels 

 Our Lady of Siluva 

 Mother of Mothers 

 Our Lady of Pompeii 

And those are just her names here in the parishes, missions, and shrines of Archdiocese 

of Chicago; throughout our world she has many more. Today, we honor her as the 

Mother of God. 

The gospel this morning portrays 2 responses to the her child, the Christ Child – and as 

Benedictines we cultivate both forms of prayer – like the shepherds, we praise and 

glorify God aloud in the liturgy of the hours and as Mary did in that moment, we 

practice contemplative prayer. We also respond to God’s love when we spread that good 

news in many different ways – through our teaching, our writing of articles, writing 

letters, providing spiritual direction or pastoral counseling, creating spaces for faith 

sharing, and more.  We can ask ourselves – at this time, and in this place, how can our 

efforts become more inclusive, how can we incorporate more diverse peoples, and how 
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do we contribute to building equity in our society? We are used to thinking about the the 

question, What would Jesus do? It is also worth asking, What would Mary do? 

 Someone who has spent time thinking about that is Christin Lore Weber, an author 

of many books on spirituality and one in particular that we have in the monastic library: 

Circle of Mysteries – The Woman’s Rosary Book. I want to share a couple of passages 

from the book as I wind up these reflections this morning. They come, of course, from 

the 3rd Joyful Mystery – The Birth of Christ. One tells what the shepherds’ visit might 

have been like. Note that this is told from Mary’s point of view: 

  An old woman silhouetted against the full moon stands at the mouth of the 
 cave. “We heard the crooning of the stars,” she tells Joseph, “and we came to see 
 what kind of birth could turn the night into a lullaby.” She kneels beside the child 
 and me. Her body smells of musk and her breath is yeasty with new wine. The 
 men hover at a distance. Birth awes them. “Your child called us to your side,” she 
 whispers in my ear. She slips her spidery hands under the child’s head and gently 
 lifts him to the view of her family and her friends. I let him go. Moonlight bathes 
 his face. “This night Elohim has given us a child,” she cries and the tattered crowd 
 kneels. “Behold” she prophicies (sic) to the infant that she holds, “your people 
 welcome you.” 
 
An additional passage from the Circle of Mysteries unfolds what might have been 

Mary’s own reflection as that night progressed: 

  I thought I dreamed the singing. Heaven and earth turned, opened and 
 released a bliss beyond imagining. Light waved across the sky like the path of 
 wings. Stars fell by the thousands. I held my breath, and released it slowly like a 
 sigh. The universe was singing. I saw the end of tears, the end of death, the end of 
 unjust pain; and the end was a beginning of peace, a world of compassion, a cry of 
 glory. Heaven and earth opened and gave birth to bliss. The singing crescendos; 
 this is not a dream; this is my heart; this opens my soul infinitely. I am the earth. I 
 am the sky. And my child – my child is bliss. My child is the future of the world. 
  The sky is silent now. The shepherds returned to the fold. Jesus and Joseph 
 sleep. Now in the common night, I am simply Mary, mother of a child. Was the 
 song but wind in the myrtle trees?  Is every woman’s child divine? His soft black 
 hair curls on the light bronze of his forehead. His breathing is a miracle. If from 
 now until the fullness of life he lives only as my common little boy, I promise I 
 will not forget. When my child was born the world’s poor ones heard the angel’s 
 song. 
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 As we move into the new year, let’s ask for the grace and the energy to do it, 

mindful each day of our privilege and responsibility to each other, to all people, and all 

creatures of our planet home - as sisters and brothers in the family of God. 

 


