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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 22, 2019 

Reflection by Sister Belinda Monahan, OSB 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24 

 

 Today’s readings present us with two men, each of whom receive a sign from 

God,  and each of whom have a choice to  make.   Do  they act out of faith and 

follow  the sign God has given them? Or do they act out of fear and follow the things  

of this world? Although the signs we receive may not be as clear as those received by 

Ahaz and Joseph, we too are given a choice.  We are all faced the choice between 

accepting the authority or power or prestige of this world or to accept a God who 

comes into this world to turn these ideas upside down. 

 On the one hand, we have Ahaz, This is a reading we hear alot for Marian 

feasts but it’s such an isolated snippet that I always wonder about this dialogue. Why 

is it that  God  is  offering Ahaz a sign?  And even more,  why does Ahaz refuse? 

Turns out, Ahaz was the king of Judah and Jothan. His kingdom is being attacked. 

God’s sign is an invitation to trust that God would save the kingdom. So Ahaz’s 

response is out of fear that he would lose his kingdom. But it’s also out of fear of 

God. Ahaz makes the sensible decision according to the standards of this world--he 

chooses to follow the political powers of this world and ally himself with the 

Assyrians. While it works for a little while, eventually he loses his kingdom. 

 On the other hand, we have Joseph, who is also faced with a decision.  His 

original decision is “just” by the standards of this world--he had the option to have 



2 
 

Mary be stoned to death.  But, like Ahaz, Joseph receives a sign from God.  Unlike 

Ahaz, though, Joseph chooses to act out of faith--he lets go even of his “just” 

decision and accepts the possibility of ridicule and ostracism in order to follow God. 

 Although our daily choices rarely open us to outright ridicule or danger, we too 

are called to follow God in faith. And the sign we are to follow is the one given to 

Ahaz and Joseph:  a baby named “Immanuel” “God with us.”  

God with us, not as Ahaz might have liked as a ruler who could promise 

political and military for his nation, but as a tiny baby born in a manger.  God with us 

in the refugees, and migrants and asylum seekers whose stories I spent much of last 

week listening to.  God with us when we speak out on behalf of these least among us.  

God with us as we gather as community to listen to the word and to share Eucharist. 

God with us when we strive to build community outside of these walls.   

This same Emmanuel--Jesus --is about to be born as one of the least, lived his 

own life in solidarity with those whom his society scorned and gave us  his own body 

and blood so that we would do the same.   May this rapidly approaching Christmas be 

for all of us a sign of  “God with us” and may we  follow this Emmanuel in faith and 

love.   


