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2nd   Sunday of Ordinary Time 
By Sister Benita Coffey, OSB  
 Jan.17, 2021-  
1 Sam. 3:3-10,19; 1 Cor. 6: 13-15, 17-20; John 1: 35-42      
       
The scriptural readings for today are about CALL and RESPONSE. 

 Through these inspired words we are given examples from first book of Samuel and the 

gospel of John, telling us how these particular people of the far distant past were called. We 

hear how they listened and responded in their circumstances. In the second reading, Paul’s 

address to the people of Corinth, we hear a reminder and an affirmation that since our bodies 

are temples of the Spirit, any response we make to our call …while we experience the 

circumstances of our lifetime… requires using our mortal bodies always in ways that will bring 

glory to God. CALL and RESPONSE. To every CALL  a RESPONSE is meant to be 

forthcoming and this demands openness of the listening heart of an individual.. 

 Samuel did hear the voice of God several times, but it took Eli’s telling him to reply next 

time he was called for Samuel to see himself in a new way. Samuel surely did love God, but 

apparently had never imagined himself as anyone God would talk to personally. Here he was, 

Samuel, receiving a call!. It turned out to be a challenge. He had to respond. The text 

presented to us skips what God asked of Samuel, and the difficulty of that response.  He 

would have to confront Eli with God’s judgment of displeasure. We are just told in the verses 

selected for us today that Samuel did respond and that as he grew up God continued to 

accompany him, seeing that all his future undertakings in God’s name would be fruitful. 

 In this gospel passage from John’ narrative, the Baptist pointed out “The Lamb of God” 

to two of his own followers, and urged them to join him now. This was the one they had 
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awaited. Their call may have seemed indirect, but they went and simply trusted. One was 

Andrew. He called his brother Simon and brought him to Jesus. From then on, the rest of the 

followers of Jesus were called …some directly by Jesus but many brought by the indirect call 

of other men.  Actually, over and over, there will be big and little calls in our lives. Each call, 

demands response and the one thing all calls have in common is that we respond just by being 

our best selves. We are to respond as our real selves.  Perhaps these calls of Samuel and 

Andrew were just meant to give us an opening today, giving us a call to some self-reflection . 

  

 So what IS my best self?  Who am I, really? Whose am I? Am I still becoming the woman 

(or man) the person of God’s dream from my beginning?  Part of my reality is that I am 

unique. There is no other just like me. I am an individual, but I am not alone. As vowed 

members of this community, as members of Christ’s body the church, as family members, in 

friendship circles, ministerial and employment communities, and so on, we are not alone. We 

respond to each call as the individual person each really is, and that is a woman or man, truly 

in relationships. That person in relationship makes the response. 

 Response is a person’s behavior after being called. What must I do?  (Jane Reilly’s book?) 

Anything that I do has an impact on the world, whether it’s the world as I experience it close 

by or the wider world. .Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ encyclical has much to say about that. As 

temples of God, we are God’s presence alive and active in the world. Since we are called 

through our relationships, we respond from that reality. Who is hurt or helped by what we 

do?   Do we believe that we have any responsibility to future generations? Does Care for the 

Planet matter?  Catherine Wright of Wingate University teaches that every individual is called 
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to be good, holy, and just, so for her, world peace is dependent on relationships between us, 

God, and all life. 

  I was still working on these reflections when at evening prayer  Friday, for the feast of 

Maurus and Placid, we all heard a reading by Esther de Waal.  The whole of that reading 

could have been repeated this morning followed by silent reflection!  In that reading,  this 

woman, said what  Benedictines really need to know about Call and Response. “Our Yes to 

Christ’s Call …is not and never can be a Yes said simply with the mind…I have to descend 

into the depths of my self, my real self…it would never be possible unless I knew I was held 

up and supported by my sisters and brothers in Christ… My yes means that I try to listen to 

God in all the many ways that God speaks to me; that I hear and respond—so this is the Yes 

of Obedience. My Yes means that I accept the present and do not try to run away from 

myself, but remain where I am, firmly rooted and accepting of myself—so this is the Yes of 

Stability. My Yes means that I live open to the new and that I am ready to journey on, to 

move forward whatever the cost—so this is the Yes of conversatio morum… “ 

 As we proceed in this Eucharistic Liturgy, let us be open to the CALL to receive 

sacramentally the living Christ, to become what we receive which is Love alive, and to 

RESPOND by acting at all times as individuals who are in that deep and precious 

relationship, members of God’s own family. 
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