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Sunday, November 21st 
Feast of Christ the King—Liturgy of Thanksgiving for Our Benefactors 
Reflections by Sister Judith Murphy, OSB 
Dn 7:13-14; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 18:33b-37 
 

WELCOME 

Good morning!  We welcome you who are joining us on Zoom this morning. 

    In the past when we gathered for the Sunday starting the week of Thanksgiving, we were 

accustomed to being able to welcome you, our friends, family, and benefactors ---to join us for 

liturgy on this Sunday before Thanksgiving.  And we were able to show our appreciation and 

thanks to you and our gratitude for you// in our lives. 

  Today our hope is the same: to show our gratitude for you in our lives. Still virtually today 

because of the mitigations for COVID, we nonetheless acknowledge at this table of 

Eucharist— 

the many and on-going ways of generous and gracious support you, our benefactors, are to our 

community.  You are part of our community life, that life we celebrate and give thanks for, at 

every Eucharist here at this table.  Celebrating and asking that all of our life and all that helps it 

to be—may be and become united into Jesus’ eternal sacrifice of praise to God.  

     While we are grateful today for the marvel of technology and Zoom that allows us to be 

present with you virtually during the pandemic that grips our world for the time being,…  we 

also look forward to the time when we can again be together with you in person. Thank you for 

your presence with us virtually today. 

 

REFLECTIONS 

Good morning!  As we come to this feast of Christ the King, the last Sunday of the church’s 

liturgical year, there are several overlapping realities in our hearts and minds all at once today: 

the end of another liturgical year; Thanksgiving week that begins the holiday season; and the 

pandemic so present in our world, that causes our gathering to be virtual today. 

--This week, with the feast of Christ the King, ends the church’s liturgical year.  Next Sunday 

we begin again with the first Sunday of Advent, beginning to celebrate the story of salvation 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/daniel/7?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/1?5
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history-- the story of God in search of humanity, --once again, preparing to celebrate the gift 

of Jesus for our world. 

--As we celebrate Thanksgiving this year, we’ve had to face changes in the simple story of the 

history of our country’s beginnings, the story we grew up with about the early pilgrims and the 

indigenous peoples already here, who helped the new arrivals survive their winters in this new 

world; and we know now that slave ships arrived in those same beginning years of this 

country.   

And the indigenous peoples faced total destruction.  Those beginnings were far more 

complicated than we knew. 

-- and in the face of a pandemic that grips our world we are serious about mitigations and 

safety measures.  We have also slowed our day to day lives enough to let in a growing 

awareness of the need for our part in responsible human accountability for climate change, to 

find ways to take care of our common home, the earth.      

   Today’s scriptures refer to the kingship of Jesus….a term we may find confusing given 

what we know and don’t know about “Kings” and “Kingship” in our day.   Pilate struggles to 

understand if and how Jesus is king of the Jews; Daniel’s vision of the end times reference one 

“like the son of man”; …In our prayer and consideration, we do come to know and recognize 

Jesus as the faithful witness to the love of God for us;  we come to know that Jesus is the one 

who came among us to show us how to live human life. As Zooey says in Salinger’s Franny and 

Zooey, Jesus is the one who never forgot he was the son, the child, of God. He came to witness 

to the truth.  If we come to recognize Jesus and celebrate him as king, it is in his crucifixion and 

resurrection.  And we come to understand that he models the way our lives go too: we too go 

through the process of suffering, dying, and resurrection, as we become who we are created to 

be --in the course of our lives and our experiences, living with one another and learning to be 

loving and supportive sharers of family and community, engaging with work that helps us 

grow into who we were created to be. 

      May Jesus reign in our hearts.  May we recognize his reign as yet another aspect and 

fulfillment of our loving God’s covenant with us from the beginning, as people of God.  May 
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our church be present in and through us to the many needs in our world, as Pope Francis says: 

may we do our part as a field hospital for a suffering world. 

 

 

BLESSING 

  Blessed are you, O God of mercy, who through your Son gave us a marvelous example of 

charity and the great commandment of love for one another.  Send down your blessings on 

these your servants, who so generously devote themselves to helping others.  We ask this 

through Jesus, the Christ.  All:  Amen. 
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