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Feast of the Holy Family 
December 27, 2020 
Reflection by Sister Susan Quaintance, OSB 
Gen 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Heb 11:8, 11-12; Luke 2:22-40 
           
 
 Though Advent is over, today’s scriptures are still full of waiting. Abraham, whose faith is 

extolled in the first and second readings, had to wait a lot. He had to wait to see how God’s 

promise of an heir would be fulfilled, where he would be called to go, how God’s mysterious words 

about descendants as numerous as the stars would play out.  The gospel opens as the Holy Family 

had been waiting for the days required for purification to be completed. Simeon had been waiting 

for the assurance that he would not die before seeing the Messiah to be borne out. Anna has been 

waiting in the Temple for a long time for . . . we don’t really know what. Maybe she didn’t either; it 

seems like she was called to be there, ready. And when she encounters Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, she 

“gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of 

Jerusalem.” Everybody is waiting. 

 

 Including us. Personally, each of us can probably name three or four things that we are 

anticipating, whether it’s about our family, or our health, or our work. As a community we await 

decisions and opportunities that will clarify our future living situation. Our country waits for the 

transition to a new presidential administration. And the whole world waits for the cessation of the 

pandemic; we wonder about vaccines and what life will be like when – and if – things go back “to 

normal.” 

 

 One thing that can be taken away from this liturgy today is that waiting changes people. 

Between God’s promise to Abram and the birth of Isaac, they made a covenant, the seriousness of 

which is reflected in the change of Abram’s name to Abraham, and from Sarai’s to Sarah. Simeon’s 

confusing words to Mary – “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of 

many hearts may be revealed” – indicate that Jesus’s existence will be life-altering for many, and 
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that Mary’s part in that will not be without pain. Simeon and Anna announce salvation, but as it 

applies to Israel, will require confounded expectations and re-formed hopes. 

  

However, we wait – whether with eagerness or dread, patience or frustration, boredom or 

resignation, joy or sorrow – we will be transformed in the process. Or rather, like so many things in 

the journey of faith, we will be transformed if we let ourselves be. We must be open to the gift of 

what comes, even while it is still coming: while we don’t know what it is. It’s what the vow of 

conversato is about, right? May we use as our models our strong foremothers Sarah, Anna, and Mary, 

with their laughter, willingness, attention, and reflection. They are good company while we wait.  


