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Sister Agnes Kelly, OSB Funeral Mass 
Reflection by Sister Judith Murphy, OSB 
Monday, February 25, 2019 
 
Last Sunday when we learned that Agnes had died, the readings at mass seemed especially 

poignant: creation, in the garden; and the way she added beauty by tending the garden, and by 

bringing the beauty in—to the tables and the house; and, by her singing, sharing her talent. 

It is likely a safe bet that some of us will hear her in the Exultet wherever we are for the next 

several Easters.  And, how very much she wanted to live. 

 

What did it mean for her to have come to the community (probably, no treatise will be 

discovered…) It may be evident from her life that she was attracted to this community, to 

community life; she didn’t philosophize about it so much as live interactively in community. 

 

To describe what it is for any of us to live in this community, we could talk about The 

Rule…about the Liturgical Year, about praying the psalms. 

 

We study the Rule of Benedict:   

As novices, we memorized some chapters of the Rule.  The Rule of Benedict is steeped in 

Scripture; much of what we read or hear in Scripture readings is familiar to us from having 

heard it so much as the content and the context of the Rule of Benedict, which we read 

through three times each year.  Benedict tells us in the Rule that we have come to a school of the 

Lord’s service.  Living in the monastery according to the Rule, means prayer, liturgy, Eucharist, 

common life: 

  

--Morning and evening we pray the psalms—some scholars describe the psalms as a 

compendium of the Hebrew Scriptures, of the history of the people of God, the books of the 

law, of the prophets  
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The times of the year in the monastery are not only related to nature and the position of the 

sun: times of daylight and darkness; but they are also times for reflecting on the events in the 

life of Jesus.  The Liturgical year gives the opportunity to share the journey and the life of 

Jesus.  In common life, daily prayer, liturgy and in Eucharist, our lives become a way of coming 

to know Jesus. 

 

We come to know Jesus; //to know Jesus, the teacher: to hear the teachings of Jesus, that we 

are to love one another;  //to know Jesus, the healer; //to know Jesus Crucified;  to know 

Jesus Risen, //and the hope there is for us in the resurrection.  Those in the times of Jesus who 

believed in Jesus risen from the dead, // they became the church.  They were the ones who 

remembered and told the story of Jesus the Risen One,// the One who came to give us life. // 

In every age there is the problem of death to deal with.  So too in every age, there is the Risen 

Christ to rely on, and we pass along the story of Jesus the Risen One, who came to give us life.  

In our readings today: 

Jeremiah gave the image of the tree planted by living water, stretching its roots for the water; 

so too we stretch to reach for and rely on the loving grace of God.  In Romans, we had a 

listing of preferable behaviors…to live peaceably with all.  In John’s gospel, Jesus consoles us: 

“because I live,”  he says, “you also will live.” we too are on a journey to the Father’s house.  

 

As the pall was placed over Agnes’ coffin, we sang the words Agnes and we sang when we 

made vows: ” Uphold me, O God, according to your Word, and I shall live; and do not fail me 

in my hope.”   


