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Second Sunday of  Easter 
April 11, 2021 
Reflection by Sister Virginia Jung, OSB 
Acts 4: 32-35; 1John 5: 1-6; John 20: 19-31 
 
 Today’s readings contain significant parts of  the founding story of  Christianity, that 

stretches back to the creation of  humankind and forward to wherever our faith takes us and 

beyond that to the new Jerusalem. The closing verse of  the gospel equates faith and life: 

“But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  

God, and that through this belief  you may have life in his name.” 

 

 In the Acts of  the Apostles, we hear the stories of  the organization and spread those 

earliest Christian communities; this passage today about the Jerusalem community probably 

sounds very familiar since St. Benedict gives it quite a bit of  attention in his Rule. They 

share their material possessions and like in many Jesus stories, there is an emphasis on 

sharing and feeding. St. Benedict based his rule on earlier rules in the monastic tradition, 

Scripture, and we often can hear in its words the wisdom gleaned from his lived experience 

of  monastic life. This passage from Acts today he cites 3 times, he doesn’t paraphrase, he 

cites it in Chapters 33, 34, and 55 so it is well for us to reflect on how we embody this in 

our life today. Many Christians who are not monastics also look for how to live this ideal in 

our society – how to build community, to share and to feed. One day this week, I saw that 

Chef  Jose Andres plans to open 4 restaurants in Chicago, at least one of  them in 

partnership with Gibsons and I thought – there is a match made in heaven; these people see 

each other. Chef  Jose Andres Puerta, if  you know him, is a world class chef  from Spain 

who lives here in the US and in addition to his restaurants, he has a non-profit called World 

Central Kitchen which I’m pretty sure you have seen in the news because they show up in 

all manner of  natural and human made disasters and crises to set up kitchens and enlist 

local chefs and restaurants to provide meals for the people. I do not know if  Chef  Jose 

Andres is Christian but whenever I see or read about him in action, he seems very Christ 

like to me. I do know that Peggy and Steve Lombardo are Christian and that in their work 
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they take seriously the call to share and to feed – reaching out at holidays but in many ways 

throughout the year to share food and fellowship with the people on the margins of  our 

city. And we are surrounded by people who are doing this work of  creating the beloved 

community – some in ways we see and hear about and others in quiet, hidden ways that we 

miss but they exist. 

 

 The theme of  faith and community is also taken up by St. John in his first letter. In 

this passage he emphasizes a community based on love and mutual support that is made 

possible through the love of  God and the presence of  the Holy Spirit – that faith 

represents victory over death – and that Christian is born out of  our experience of  Jesus as 

the Christ, the Son of  God. When we see that victory in the life of  Christ, it is not a 

glorious, power over others victory, but a day by day victory over misunderstanding, 

suspicion, marginalization, hunger, illness, oppression, and even death. It is a victory that is 

life giving each day that we are open to it until the time comes for us to move on to a new 

relationship with God – a new victory. 

 

In the rich gospel reading for today, we can somewhat get caught up in Thomas and his 

doubt, but Jesus is the one who introduced the idea of  showing the disciples his wounds – 

perhaps to help them understand, to emphasize his incarnation, to prove his identity, he 

doesn’t say, but he does give a loving greeting of  Peace to a still frightened, shocked, and 

grieving group of  friends. This complex gospel about that crew gathered together in 

Jerusalem, has its own version of  Pentecost – Jesus himself  breathes the Holy Spirit into 

the group, a lot like God breathing his spirit into the first human he created in Genesis 

chapter 2, the Yahwist version of  creation. It is the beginning repeating itself  for us all over 

again and that continues to begin again in each baptism or confirmation or in so many faith 

crushing situations where someone is able to open themselves to receive the Holy Spirit and 

have their faith/their life restored. Jesus wishes them Peace over and over again, so it is a 

wish, a desire for us, a teaching of  Christ that we can take to heart. There is even a 
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commissioning going on like we see in other gospels, Jesus has come to them to encourage 

them and to send them out – with the power to hear confessions and forgive sins and with 

the gift of  stories and signs to share with others so that they also come to believe. 

May our faith in the life and message of  Jesus Christ encourage us to build the beloved 

community within our monastic community and in the world around us – at all different 

levels that we do not even know most times how far that love reaches but we believe that it 

does. So blessed are you who believe. 


