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Funeral Mass of Sister Mariella Hathorn, OSB  
February 13, 2021 
Reflection by Sister Judith Murphy, OSB 
Wisdom 3:1-6,8; Philippians 4:4-9; Matthew 25:31-40 
      

I think it is safe to say that Mariella loved her Benedictine way of life.  She loved the 

Christian values that she experienced at home, and Benedictine Christian values that attracted 

her to St Marys, and later to our monastery.  And these values shaped her over a lifetime.  She 

lived them out in her day-to-day life.  Any preaching about these values was done not so much 

in words, as in the way she lived these values, the way she treated her sisters and coworkers in 

her day-to-day life.  Good zeal, hospitality, appreciation, reverence, generosity, faith. 

     The readings selected for today funeral mass acknowledge and underscore these values: 

     In faith she trusted in a loving God. We heard “the souls of the just are in the hands of 

God”.   She trusted that she would be safe and at peace. “Do not fear. Live your life based on 

this faith and trust in a loving God and there is nothing to fear.  

    She reverently saw the beauty in nature and the beauty in people. She loved and enjoyed the 

beauty in nature; and, through her artwork she loved to capture that vision of beauty, and to 

share it with those around her, bringing beauty into life around her. –There was reverence in 

her way of seeing people and situations--- with a twinkle in her eye, with gentle humor, she 

saw goodness and honored the best in people and situations…and she shared that gentleness 

with those around her.   

   St Paul says to the Philippians and to us in today’s readings to look for all that is good and 

true, and noble and right, pure, lovely and admirable.  Concentrate on what is worthy of 

praise and virtuous.   Concentrate on those positive things, and she did. 

   Again, today we heard Jesus’ story of the end times: When the Son of Man comes in glory, 

he will say to those who have lived lives of love: Come, you blessed of my Father, and receive 

your inheritance, for when I was hungry, and thirsty, and lonely, and in need of clothes, and 

sick, you tried to give me what I needed.  Mariella may say with the virtuous, Lord, when did 

we see you a stranger and make you welcome, naked and clothe you, sick and go to visit you?  

And the King will answer, I tell you solemnly, insofar as you did this to one of the least of 
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my brothers and sisters, you did it for me. Come, you whom my Father has blessed, and enter 

into eternal life. 

    She modeled loving kindness and reverence for all of us in her daily life.  We hear these 

Christian Benedictine values articulated today: good zeal, faith, reverence, generosity, 

hospitality, loving kindness; and we acknowledge and give thanks today for the ways that in 

her life we have been seeing these values lived out.   

  We are grateful for her life and for her part in our conversion through this monastic way of 

life. 


