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2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalms 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18; Ephesians 4:1-6; John 6:1-15 
 
 
 Today’s Gospel—with Jesus minister to the crowds who are following him 

might seem to be sequential with last week’s Gospel.  And, in fact, Mark does follow 

the snippet of the Gospel we heard last week with the feeding of the 5000.  This 

week’s Gospel, though, for reasons that will become evident in the next few weeks, is 

from the Gospel of John.  As last week’s scriptures were replete with images of 

shepherds—foreign to most of us urban dwellers; this week’s scriptures are filled with 

the much more familiar imagery of being fed.  Yet despite these differences, I saw 

many of the same themes in this week’s scriptures that Sister Susan talked about last 

week. 

 Both the Gospel and the first reading from Kings relate stories of multiplying 

loaves—what at first seems an impossibly small amount of food—in Kings 20 barley 

loves, in John 5 barley loaves and two fishes—feeds a large crowd.  In case we 

missed it, the responsorial psalm drives it home for us; “The hand of the Lord feeds 

us; and answers all our needs.”   

 But in both the Gospel and the first reading, the bread does more than meet 

the needs of the crowd—it produces leftovers.  God isn’t content with simply 

meeting our needs; God provides more than we need—an abundance.  As Sr. Susan 

said last week “generosity isn’t above and beyond; it’s the Gospel, the good news.”   



 The first reading and the Gospel also share at least one other similarity.  In 

both cases, someone—in Kings Elisha’s servant, in the Gospel, Andrew and Philip 

fails to believe that the crowds can be fed with the available food.  They don’t think 

there is enough.  Which there patently is not.  It is not until the food is distributed 

that it becomes an abundance.  It is not until we trust God sufficiently to share what 

we have been given that we recognize and rely on the abundance of God.   

 Like the 200 in Kings or the 5000 in the Gospel, we come here today to be fed 

by God, at God’s own table. Food—his own body—generously and freely given.  

This too is a gift which calls forth a response from us. 

 Since today is a communion service, we will not say the words that we use at 

Mass during the Preparation of the Altar “May the Lord accept the sacrifice at our 

hands for the praise and glory of God’s name….” words I vastly prefer to the more 

standard “May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands…..”  Because we are all 

called at and by this meal to give ourselves back to God—the sacrifice is not just the 

bread and wine at the Mass, but our very lives.  When we do that—or even when we 

try—God returns our impossibly small gifts with an abundance.   


