
1 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent  
March 14, 2021   
By Sister Benita Coffey, OSB  
2 Chron. Ps.137, Ephes., John 3:14-21 
 

Here we are in mid -Lent. We call it traditionally Laetare Sunday. Time to rejoice. It is our 
opportunity to savor and keep in heart and mind what awaits us on Easter Sunday — the 
reality that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, and that our hearts will always be filled with 
joy. We stop to reflect on the grace/the gift we have received—the gift of faith—that lights 
our way, enabling us to recognize the love of God, so, of course,…we rejoice. 

It seems a bit strange that the first reading from 2nd book of Chronicles seems not about joy at 
all. It speaks of a time when messengers were ignored. Temple destroyed. Unity lost. The 
appeal to build and preserve a place for God’s people to gather was disregarded. Division 
resulted. But the passage ends with a challenge to any who are still faithful.   The Chronicler 
called out for action, seeking response from any who still believed: 

“Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of this people, let him go up, and may 
God be with him.”  What is this passage saying to us, in our times?  As divisions needed to be 
healed in those times long ago, the divisions of today are keeping peoples and nations apart. 
They need healing. Right now, we are very conscious of the unrest that the pandemic has 
brought… on so many levels. And there seems a deepening awareness in our nation of how 
racism continues to divide us. Also, and not ever to be forgotten, are any strained 
interpersonal relationships that may be present among us. Just as those words were spoken to 
ancient people, they are also addressed to us. May we go and build or rebuild spaces, not just 
buildings, where God can dwell. But for that to happen, divisions must cease. Indeed, they 
can, and they will cease, because our faith assures us. God will be with us. 

Last Sunday afternoon, Nicole Sotelo’s presentation offered some specific ways to go about 
removing divisions, about restoring unity, about choosing forgiveness, about taking the time 
let go of what separates us, and about embracing what we have in common. 

A most important clarification Nicole made was that forgiveness is not so much a solution as 
it is spiritual approach, a way to be part of an active process. In working for the healing of 
divisions, we need to deeply desire a new way of life which will restore the bond we share as 
members of the human family. We continue to need and appreciate in our lives that bountiful 
gift of faith in the self-giving act of Jesus’ death on Calvary which leads us to our sharing in 
fullness of life. 
 
 During this past week, we celebrated the sacrament of reconciliation. The ritual allowed us to 
openly confess our sin by standing, so as to publicly acknowledge our failures to love. Then we 
were provided ample quiet time to discern how to go about amending our lives, transforming 
them, embracing whatever task is asked of us in accepting that challenge from 2nd  Chronicles: 
to rebuild spaces where God can dwell. 
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The passage from Ephesians we just heard, proclaims fluently the immeasurable richness of 
the gift of faith that we have been given. We are indeed God’s handiwork meant to 
contribute, each of us, to the building of the kingdom…here on earth as it is in heaven. 
Having been saved through faith, our response now must be to live that which we believe. 
Turning now to our gospel passage for today, we find that it is just one part of a long 
conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus. This man was a Pharisee who had come to visit 
Jesus at night, likely because he did not want to be observed. Clearly, he was not a believer at 
this time, though later in John we can read of an incident when he, as a Pharisee, argued for 
fair treatment of Jesus. And Nicodemus is also mentioned again as the man present and 
helping with preparation of Jesus’ body for burial. 

The section proclaimed today is only eight verses long. Commentators observe that here John 
simply describes Jesus ending his long dialogue with Nicodemus by stating one final truth, 
one more thing this Pharisee surely could not yet understand. “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life.”  But at this point we can notice that all the verses following that 
quotation, are no longer part of the conversation. Instead John steps away away from the 
story he was telling and begins to theologize, to talk about, to share truths that he had come 
to believe during those many years after Jesus’ death and rising, when he had observed those 
first decades of the gradual growth of the Christian community. 

From the very beginning of John’s gospel, he favors the image of light and here in this 
passage he now talks clearly of believers, identifying them as those who have seen the light, 
live in the light, and spend their lives spreading the light. 

This passage is not only about God’s love for us and all believers. It is also about the love we 
must have for God. It speaks of the demands that faith places upon the shoulders of every 
Christian disciple: “whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be 
clearly seen as done in God.”  In this passage, we actually have is a summary of Christian 
faith.  
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life.”  Our task is to truly believe and LIVE that 
belief. Living that belief requires opening our hearts to be filled with the riches of grace, 
seeing to it that all we do is LOVE IN ACTION. As Paul said to the Ephesians, we aren’t 
saved by any works we do, but rather our faith saves us.  That faith, that pure gift of 
God’s abiding presence simply requires that we be who we are. If we have accepted faith at 
baptism and accept it daily, our whole life is held up to the light of the Gospel.  
 
God’s unbounded love, dwelling in us, calls for response, calls for work. But not our work, 
but God’s work in the world. God’s creative love for humanity goes on, as it has since time 
began, through those who accept the faith and allow that faith to work through them.  
 
This Lenten Season as we prepare to celebrate again that selfless gift of Jesus dying for our 
salvation and the resurrection with its promise that we too will live on in glory, we can reflect 
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on faith, a faith that prompts action. No matter our age, our ministry, our health or infirmity, 
we are always faced with the question that comes from the deep belief that God’s boundless 
love is alive in us. And God has work to do. So “Where in my circle of activity is God’s love 
wanting to/waiting to act?”  When the answer comes, we are moved to action. We must be 
who we are. God’s love works through each of us and all people of faith. It’s not OUR work, 
but God’s. If we BELIEVE, we are seeing the true light and are assured we shall have eternal 
life.  For that we rejoice. Laetare. 
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