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Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
October 6, 2019 
Reflection by Sister Judith Murphy, OSB     
HAB 1:2-3; 2:2-4; 2 TM 1:6-8, 13-14; LK 17:5-10 

 

     As I read the Scripture selections for today, I found myself imagining a conversation taking 

place among Habakkuk, Paul, and Jesus, aa concerned with the difficulties of human life and in 

the life of faith.  

    In the Jerome Biblical Commentary there is a discussion of the meaning of a “Prophet.”  

Rather than predicting future events, the JBC says that for Israel the prophet stood as a 

mediator and interpreter of the divine mind and will for God’s people. The prophet makes 

God’s mind and will known in various ways, in the prophet’s words and experiences.   

    Habakkuk’s life came sometime after the return of Israel from exile, and neighboring 

oppressors are besieging the people of God.  The prophet Habakkuk cries out to God for relief: 

“I cry for help and you do not listen!  Why do you let me see ruin?  Why must I look at misery?  

Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and calamitous discord.” 

   The prophet begins with a dialog between the Prophet and God; the commentator says the 

novelty in this dialogue is the prophet’s daring but respectful demand that God explain his 

strange way of governing the world. Habakkuk is intensely preoccupied with the problem of 

evil, the stumbling block of thoughtful persons.  God tells Habakkuk to “Write down the vision 

clearly so you can read it readily: (It is as if God says: Take good notes. You may not get this the 

first time. You are going to have to spend some time digesting and understanding what I am 

saying to you.)  God says, “The vision still has its time.  It presses on to fulfillment.  It will not 

disappoint.  If it delay wait for it; it will surely come; it will not be late.” God is preparing the final 

victory of justice. In the meantime, the just one can live because of faith.  Have faith--trust in God. 

     Today’s gospel selection is from that part of Luke where the apostles and Jesus are on the 

journey: they have gone first through the public ministry in Galilee where Jesus taught and 

worked wonders and now, they are on the way; their journey is going to take them to Jerusalem.  

They have been with Jesus now for a while for this time of his public ministry; and now Luke 

describes that Jesus has begun to shape his followers into the apostles who will shape the early 
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church. They are on their way toward Jerusalem, and from our vantage point we know what 

awaits Jesus in Jerusalem.  The apostles do not yet know what awaits Jesus and what awaits 

them.  Today’s gospel selection comes right after Jesus has warned them that hard trials and 

temptations will come.  They ask Jesus to give them more faith. Jesus says Don’t worry about 

more or less faith, just have faith. The Commentator says Luke’s is the gospel of total 

dedication to Jesus //and that here Luke is anticipating the apostles as founders of the early 

community of faith, the church.  

 

The apostle Paul, some time later, joins in, writing to Timothy: “Bear your share of hardship for 

the gospel,” with the strength that comes from God,//the grace we can ask for and rely on.   

Paul, we are reminded here, wrote his message of encouragement to his followers from prison---

telling them that they are to be strong and fear not. (Jack Shea says somewhere that these direct 

commands to feelings can be hard to take!)  Fear Not!   “Do not be ashamed of your faith in 

God’s goodness!: Guard this rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us.” 

 And we remember that Paul was writing this encouragement from jail! 

 

That reminded me of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech--- that he gave at the 

Lincoln memorial in August of 1963.  That was following King’s own experience of time spent 

in the Birmingham jail,  in April of that same year. 

 

Paul was writing from jail to Timothy who was now taking over leadership in the Christian 

community. Paul and Timothy had walked and worked together for 15 years,// and Paul was 

now confident about Timothy’s teaching and leadership: Timothy had been formed by living 

and working with Paul.   

 

Habakkuk, the apostles, Timothy, and us…all encouraged to be strong and fear not in the midst 

of trying times.  Who do we look to in our day to help us understand the meaning of our 

experiences //and what we are called to do about what we see and hear //and feel we need to 

address?  Who are our prophets today? 
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Sometimes for us it is that we look to each other. We look to people we see living responsibly.  I 

think of Oscar Romero whose life had such influence on our Pope Francis.  Romero said: “We 

cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do 

something and to do it very well.  It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the 

way, an opportunity for God’s grace to enter and do the rest.”    Also, Influence such as that of 

Martin Luther King on our times, calling the Christian church to reform.  And the life of one 

such as Ellie Hillesheim and her activities during the time of the Holocaust.  She was living in 

Holland and she helped hide and save many Jewish lives.  When she was asked why she did 

what she did, //she said, “Because these are the times, and we are the people!” 

True in the times of the prophets, true in early Christian times, in the time of the Holocaust, 

and in our own times. These are the times and we are the people.  What are we called to do? 

Who are our prophets who help us know?  


