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Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time  

Aug. 4, 2019 

Reflection by Sister Benita Coffey, OSB  

Eccle.1:2; 2:21-23; Coloss.3:1-5, 9-11; Luke 12: 13-21                                            

     

 We’ve come together today as we do every Sunday, the people of God, the Church, to 

give thanks for the blessings of the past week and to ready ourselves for the days ahead. 

We come to be fed by the words of Scripture as well as by Jesus, Bread of Life, giving 

himself once more to us as we share Eucharist. 

 Today’s scripture theme seems pretty evident. Those words of the first reading come 

through quite clear: 

      Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth, vanity of vanities! All things are vanity.  These 

words at the opening of this Old Testament book, also serve as its closing.  

 In checking for contemporary definitions of vanity, I found that even though vanity can 

mean excessive pride or admiration of own’s own success or appearance, it can also be 

used to indicate pointlessness or futility.  

  Looking over all the readings offered us for today it seems easy to get the message. It 

is useless and totally futile to consider that one’s personal value has anything to do with 

“stuff” that we can’t take along into the kingdom beyond. Rather the message is about 

being open to take into our deepest selves all the everyday blessings God gives. Only 

things like acts of kindness, graces received, sense of appreciation for love… these things 

are to be held and cherished. They are what can be taken along as we cross over into 

eternity. 

 In truth, however, experience proves to us that earthly things do matter! We ARE 

human and we live in the world as earth people and we have our own finite needs. As 

followers of Christ we are responsible to be aware of and to respond, as we are able, to the 



2 

 

needs of others. We need to have and to use tangible things. But these earthly items are not 

our treasure. That’s the issue. 

 The entire text of Ecclesiastes was originally aimed at those who gave first priority to 

possessions, fame, success, or pleasure. The intent of this short book was, actually is for 

us, over the centuries, to promote wisdom, to teach reverence for God, and to honor the 

commandments as ways to show concern for the good of all humankind. 

 Psalm 90, the response we just heard, is all about God’s eternity, God’s Love which is 

timeless, and the frailty of all of us humans. 

 In the letter to the people of Colossae, the writer reminds the them (and we, too, can 

profit from this reminder) that Baptism means taking on the role of Christ in the world. 

This choice of theirs…and ours… brings the responsibility to focus on the movement 

toward eternity. It calls for dutifully using the earthly, by imitating the One in whom we 

believe, remembering that Christ who is in us, is also in all people, without distinction, and 

by serving in love we amass treasure that matters..  

 Luke’s gospel is known to identify Jesus as caring and tender, but also at times it 

shows his severity toward the proud and self-righteous, particularly toward those who 

place material wealth before service of others. Today’s passage is just one instance of this. 

 Someone from the crowd, speaks up, asking Jesus to settle a dispute about what is 

apparently a shared inheritance. Jesus’ immediately rejects the role of being the arbitrator. 

From the start he was challenging this man, along with his brother to realize the solution is 

up to them. Though Jesus might have seemed to be ignoring the issue between these two, 

in reality in the words that follow, he tells them exactly how to settle the problem. If they 

would only listen. The parable he relates holds the key. 

  It is futile for the rich man to work so intently to achieve an abundant harvest and store 

it, counting on time to eat, drink and be merry.  In the parable God actually speaks to that 

man telling him he is a fool, because he is going to die and won’t even know who will then 
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have all that wealth. There parable ends. Jesus’ simple conclusion reminds those brothers, 

the crowd there, and all of us to live by what matters to God. We know what that is! Love. 

Did those two brothers hear the message?  Do we? 

 We are, as God’s beloved, meant to be people of joy.  That alone should remind us to 

be serious about what we need for our lives. If we are believers, people of faith, we are 

meant also to live in hope for eternal happiness, and to remember that we ARE loved and 

meant to be bearers of love. To have joy now, and to enjoy life we need to trust in what is 

enough. 

 An alumna sent out a modern day parable this week. It is from John Lane’s book 

Timeless Simplicity, about the advantages of enjoying a less cluttered life.  

 [An] industrialist was horrified to find a fisherman lying beside his boat, smoking a 

pipe. “Why aren’t you fishing?” asked the industrialist. “Because I’ve caught enough fish 

for the day.” ”Why don’t you catch some more?” “What would I do with them?” “Earn 

more money. Then you could have a motor fixed to your boat and go into deeper waters 

and catch more fish. That would bring you more money to buy nylon nets, so more fish, 

more money. Soon you would have enough to buy two boats, even a fleet of boats, then 

you could be rich like me.” “What would I do then?”  “Then you could sit back and enjoy 

life.” “What do you think I’m doing now?” 

Let us sit back and enjoy life. We know what matters to God. May Eucharist and all God’s 

blessings be enough. They are ours, freely given. If we labor in love, we will have enough. 

Let’s use carefully the stuff of this earth. That is true wisdom. All else is Vanity. 

 


