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Numbers 11: 25 – 29;  Ps. 19: 8, 10,  12-3, 14; James 5: 1-6; Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48 
 

As we’ve come together for Eucharist, we bring ourselves as we are, people of different ages 
and experiences, to give thanks for the gifts of the past week, to be united with Jesus sacramentally 
at communion, and to seek strength to be truly people of Love in the days ahead. 

This past week was part of nine days, set aside as a Campaign for Nonviolence.  

Last Tuesday was International Day of Peace established by the United Nations General 
Assembly years ago and designated as a day for cessation of hostilities and to commemorate peace 
through education and public awareness.  
 

Yesterday about 25 people, members and friends of Sisters and Brothers of Immigrants, held 
an hour-long public witness holding signs and passing out leaflets to End Title 42, an old law now 
being misused to turn away refugees, causing pain and suffering to immigrants.   
 

Today is World Day of Migrants and Refugees, an event our Church initiated and has 
celebrated annually since 1914. It is an occasion to express concern for and pray for the needs of 
millions of different vulnerable people on the move, to pray for them as they face many challenges; 
and to increase awareness about the opportunities migration offers. There seems to be an obvious 
intersection between peace and the treatment of immigrants.  
 

For this year, Pope Francis’ chose as his theme for this World Day: “Towards An Ever 
Wider ‘We'”.  He insists that WE must include the entire human family. For no reason may any 
persons be labelled “they”. There are no “others”. “WE’ are the human family. This address is to 
the Church, but in some parts he speaks to people of all faith traditions.  He mentions the prophet 
Joel who predicted that the messianic future would be a time of dreams and visions inspired by the 
Spirit.  Paraphrased, we can hear that ancient prophet saying: “I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.” (Joel 2:28).  
 

As I re-read the Pope’s message, that word “prophesy” continued to speak to me, 
and you may have noticed that it is key in the Scriptures for today. As my good fortune would have 
it, Sr. Pat Coughlin was talking at table one day this week about her involvement with the Catholic 
Climate Covenant; she is one of a group that prepare “Homily Hints” to be made available for 
those looking for ideas for upcoming Sundays.  So I looked! 

The hints for today were clear but challenging. To prophesy is to raise one’s voice when 
seeing something that deserves challenge.   To prophesy is often speaking truth to power, when, 
for example, the Church or the government seems to be allowing abuse or covering up for it,  or 



neglecting to serve people in need.  A prophet is someone who notices, and speaks up in some way. 
The “Homily Hint” stated quite clearly that we all get to prophesy. Somehow in some way we are 
all meant to be prophets. Looking at today’s scripture texts, they all seem to echo “prophecy.”  
   

In the passage from Numbers, the Lord gave the spirit’s strength to prophesy through 
Moses on 72 elders and indeed they prophesied; when Joshua called for Moses to stop those who 
were unauthorized, Moses answered. “Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets! Would 
that the Lord might bestow his spirit on them all.” 
  

Should we be afraid to prophesy?  Because we are just simple ordinary people? 
Psalm 19 assures us today. “The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. The law of the Lord is 
trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple.” 
 

In the selection from the letter St. James wrote, we can see an example of that Apostle serving 
as a prophet, challenging those who are living in luxury while they are abusing their workers by 
withholding wages due to them. 
 

In the Mark’s narrative of the Gospel, John is speaking up about people who are not close 
followers of Jesus, but are driving out demons in Jesus’ name. Jesus responds that no one who 
performs a mighty deed in his name can be speaking against him. “Whoever is not against us is for 
us”.  Jesus here is uttering prophecy to John, pointing out to him that he is not seeing clearly. John 
is thinking of this person as “other”, lesser, not one of the chosen.  
 

So are we prophets, you and I?  Do we speak up when we see a wrong? Do we discourage 
some unkind gossip if it starts? Do you ever sign a letter to someone in Congress to speak for or to 
speak against some law or to give your opinion on some current issue?  

Don’t be afraid to be a prophet. It isn’t really complicated. Once when Joan Chittister was 
being interviewed for St. Anthony messenger, she said this about everyone being called to be a 
prophet: “The important thing is that you know who you are at all times. Never let any words 
seduce you or confuse you. Put the center of your heart in the hands of God and you will be fine.” 
(repeat last sentence)    

 Let’s remember God’s hands are big enough and strong enough to hold us all; WE are the 
one beloved family.  God’s people. People meant speak up, by how we live. 
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