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Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
February 7, 2021 
Reflection by Sister Patricia Crowley, OSB 
Job 7: 2-4, 6-7; I Corinthians 9: 16-19, 22-23;   Mark 1:29-39 

 

I. Introduction 

This gospel selection always tempts me to focus on Peter’s mother-in law being 
“grasped by the hand”,  being “helped to get up”,  being cured, and concluding with 
her hearing the call to serve others (using the word “diakoneo”, the root of our word 
for “deacon”).  After all, she is the first woman mentioned by Mark!    

And then, I was remembering my 2019 visit to this house in Israel, now a lovely 
modern church.   However, I did not go that route.  

Instead, my thoughts and prayer went to what I consider the core of the life of Jesus – 
his relationship with the totality of the Divine and introducing that reality to us 
human beings.  This gospel suggests a couple of places where we can truly find God, 
come to know the Divine. 

Right now, we are reading the gospel of Mark, which many love because it is so direct.  
It gets to the point right away.  Its first verse is so clear about who Jesus is….  “The 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God” -   And this gospel is the 
shortest!    

In this cycle of readings for ordinary time, we first had two stories about John the 
Baptist – one from Mark and one from John. Then, we had Mark’s account of Jesus 
calling the fishermen to follow him and last Sunday, as we heard of Jesus’ encounter 
with a man possessed by a demon who recognized who Jesus really was, we moved 
into the second part of this gospel which some scholars call “The Mystery of Jesus”. 

Today we continue in the first chapter of Mark which might be entitled ‘a busy (rather 
exhausting) day in the life of Jesus’. 

II. Demons 

Mark tells us that Jesus “drove out many demons, not permitting them to speak 
because they knew him.”   Similar to a couple of weeks ago when the unclean spirit 
cried out, “what have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know 
who you are – the Holy One of God!” 
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The evil spirits recognize Jesus for who he is.  

So, I began to think about that fact.  I don’t know about you but I am never quite 
sure what to think of the trend in the recent past - to encourage exorcisms…..to 
blame Satan for what is happening in our world.  I recognize that some of our 
hierarchy promote this approach but I am just not sure.  

That does not mean I don’t recognize the forces of evil in our world!  I do!      

You and I both have a sense of this point in human history in which we are faced 
with unimaginable “issues, some of which feel “evil”:   the pandemic, the deep 
divisions in our own country, the difficulty people are finding in trying to relate and 
even talk to people of opposite opinions, the economic woes of so many people.   

And complaints fill our lives:  about not having enough vaccines, not being organized 
in their distributions, about schools not being open, about having to wear masks and 
to maintain social distancing, about restaurants being shut down, about increasing 
violence and carjackings, about our government reinstating executions for federal 
crimes etc., etc. 

Some of these could be the “demons” of our times.   Where, in them do we find the 
divine? 

On another level, we can speak of the demons within ourselves:  our desire to have 
things go our own way,  our irritation with one another now and again,  our 
impatience with ourselves and each other, our inability to listen well to people who 
have opinions opposite of ours, our tendency to judge one another.  

The first somewhat haunting reading from Job reflects these moments in his life: “Is 
not life on earth a drudgery?” “The nights drag on; I am filled with restlessness until 
the dawn.” “My days come to an end without hope.” “My life is like the wind; I shall 
not see happiness again.”   We know that in a later part of the book of Job his 
awareness of the Divine is crystallized!   We also know that this book of the Bible as 
in others, God gives no defense or explanation for why the innocent suffer. 

The demons in Mark’s gospel recognized the Holy in the person of Jesus.   Might 
then, the demons of our world and those of our very personal realities, as Job…., 
prompt us to a new kind of openness to who Jesus is, to who we are,  to who God 
really is, to how God, the Holy One, is present here and now in unexpected places? 

That is the first unlikely place where we might experience the sacred.  We say we are 
called to seek God……that is our charism is it not? 

III. Deserted Places 
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Mark recounts:  “Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted 
place, where he prayed.” 

This second place is much more obvious but if we go beyond the literal meaning of 
“deserted place”, new insights might emerge.  Jesus often went to “deserted places” to 
be alone….to pray… to be in God’s presence in a different way.  We do too! 

What are other possible meanings to that phrase?   Maybe my deserted place is my 
own loneliness?   Or my own grief?  Or the places in society where newsmakers and 
reporters are not present?    

Perhaps our deserted place right now is the limitations of our own bodies and minds?   
An extended illness or even a passing sickness might be a place where we can indeed 
truly find God or at least seek God, resting in that Divine presence.    

Deserted Places are logical locations for those special encounters with the Divine 
Mystery.   Perhaps in the “deserted places”,  not so literal, might be a space for us 
right now to appreciate the movement and the call of our own charism? 

IV. Conclusion 

We are invited today to be open to the Sacred in life in expected and unexpected 
places.   


