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Isaiah 32:15-20; Matthew 5:38-48 
 
“Seek peace and pursue it” Benedict, quoting Psalm 34, instructs us in the prologue to 

the Rule.  Today’s first reading seems to describe this idyll of peace, while the Gospel 

is a more complete description of how we might go about seeking peace.  Today is 

also Memorial Day--the commemoration of those who have died serving in the armed 

forces.   For most of us present in this room, the United States has been at war 

between 35% and 50% of our lifetimes.  For the students now at Northwestern 

University that figure is well over 90%.  While not everyone we commemorate today 

was involved in war, and still fewer actively sought to be at war, I find myself 

reflecting on what it means to be a person of peace in a world that seems to be deeply 

divided.   

As Fr. Mike indicated yesterday, peace is not easy.  Today’s readings, and 

today’s holiday, call us to do what he described as the difficult work of peace.  Peace 

not simply marked by a lack of violence, peace not built on politics, power or prestige, 

but a peace that reflects the mercy and justice of God made present in the here and 

now.   

    In today’s Gospel, Jesus re-examines old commandments--commands which in 

themselves were designed to keep violence from escalating--and uses them as a way of 

envisioning a peaceful response.  These instructions do NOT equate responding 
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peacefully to being a doormat.  Each of the first three responses entail not accepting 

injustice but subverting it--going above and beyond what is demanded, however 

unjust those demands may be.  The second command indicates that these responses 

aren’t to be grudging but must be done out of love.  Love that impels us into action.   

    Isaiah gives us the template of how to do this.  Written at a time when this vision 

of peace did NOT reflect the external world, this reading, nevertheless provides an 

enticing view of what a peaceful world might look like.  Although it is not clear from 

this section of the reading, Isaiah is adamant that this peace is not gained by aligning 

ourselves with the powers of this world (in his case Assyria and Egypt) but with God. 

  

    As did Isaiah, we live in a world that is fraught with conflict:  international, 

national, and local.  Who or what is it that we align ourselves with in the world today? 

Today’s readings, and the commemoration of Memorial Day call us not to shrink 

from that conflict, but to respond in love, so as to follow Benedict’s injunction and 

seek after peace and pursue it. 

 


