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Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 
 
Good morning!  When I delved into the Jerome Biblical Commentary to see about today’s 

scripture selections, I was reminded once again that the scriptures can be looked at through 

various facets like a many-faceted jewel.  We can study the scriptures through facets of 

history, language, liturgy, catechesis, philosophy, symbolism, even as myth.  Any of these 

aspects could be a point of departure for the study of scripture.  Looking at the scriptures 

together in Sunday worship can be spiritual formation for the faith community. 

     Today we have scripture selections from Jonah the Old Testament prophet; from Paul, 

acknowledged with Peter as foundational in the early faith community; and from close to the 

beginning of the gospel according to Mark, at the beginning of Jesus’ public life. 

     Mark’s gospel is regarded as the first gospel that was written down.  In our selection today 

from Mark, the writer introduces the mystery of Jesus being the Messiah. And while 

Christmas still echoes in our ears and hearts, how do we understand Jesus as the Messiah?  Is 

he our long-awaited one?  In the cyclical repetition of the liturgical year do we await the Savior 

each year again in the same way as always, or is there some way that we see each Christmas in 

a new way?  How does our lived experience this year, in our times –of a global pandemic, of 

political strife and, of global warming and climate change---how does our lived experience 

sharpen our hunger for the Messiah?  Sharpen our hearing of the words that life and the 

world as we know it is passing away? 

      Next, after John the Baptist recognizes Jesus as Messiah, Mark introduces us to the early 

followers of Jesus, those who heard Jesus proclaiming the good news of God, saying to them, 

“This is the time of fulfillment; the kingdom of God is at hand.  Do we see our days, //our 

times, // as the time of fulfillment for us?  How are we now in our day fishers of people, as were 

those first followers of Jesus?  How do we bring other people to the good news of Jesus? 

    This morning’s reading from St. Paul is taken from his letter to the church at Corinth.  I 

had a teacher once who compared Corinth to Las Vegas of our day; it was a kind of an 



entertainment capital full of diversions for the people there.  And Paul said to them:  the 

world in its present form is passing away.  What of our world do we see as passing away? 

     And the story goes that after Jonah got waylaid by a big fish //when he was seeking to 

avoid God’s having missioned him to preach repentance to the people of Ninevah,-- to 

tell the Ninevites of God’s mercy// then the Ninevites became models for us of swift 

repentance, trusting in the support of the loving mercy of God.  God’s mercy is helpful for 

us to remember when we need to repent.  Our prayerful response today to today’s readings 

can be that which is expressed in today’s psalm response:  Teach me your ways, O God; let 

me see how you deal with me,// with us. Let me see how you come to me disguised as my life, 

disguised as our life.  Let us see how you, our loving God, come to us disguised as our life 

together. 


