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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, August 12, 2018 
Reflection by Sister Patricia Crowley, OSB 
DT 30:10-14; COL1:15-20; LK 10:25-37 
 
These readings are full of questions and questions have always intrigued me.     

• As a former french teacher, I remember that Voltaire, the 18th century French 
writer, essayist, and philosopher (1694 – 1778) wrote “Judge a man by his questions 
rather than by his answers.”  (If he were alive today, he would undoubtedly say 
“Judge a person by their questions rather than by their answers.”   

• And, as a lover of poetry, I recall that Rilke, the wonderful German poet of the 
last century, urged us to “Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to 
love the questions themselves…live the questions…”   

 
The scripture readings we just heard proclaimed articulate some very basic questions 
to our faith:   

• Who is Jesus Christ? 

• What must I do to “get to heaven” (“gain eternal life”) 

• Who is my neighbor (according to Jesus)? 

• And…where do we find the answers to these questions?  
 

Because I am here today to present a request to you, I am going to be brief in my 
offering you some suggestions on ways to think about each of these questions. 
 

1. Who does Paul say Jesus Christ is in our second reading?  
That is pretty straightforward but the answer may simply prompt us to ask more 
questions.  The first answer that Paul writes to the people of Colossus is:   Christ 
Jesus is the image of the invisible God. 
 
2. What must I do to inherit eternal life? 
Again, Jesus’ answers are pretty straightforward, however, he immediately 
understands that the young man asking the question, and probably his listeners, 
don’t really get his answer.  So, in the ancient oral rabbinic style, he tells them a 
story to help them out a bit.  The story he tells is one that is familiar to us – The 
Good Samaritan.  
 
3. Who is my neighbor? 
Perhaps another story (that I got on the internet…) might help us here: 

Shalom Aleichem tells a delightful story about an old Jewish man standing 
on a crowded bus.  
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The young man standing next to him asked, “What time is it?” The old man 
refused to reply. The young man moved on. The old man’s friend, sensing 
something was wrong, asked, “Why were you so discourteous to the young 
man asking for the time?” The old man answered, “If I have given him the 
time of day, next he would want to know where I am going. Then we might 
talk about our interests. If we did that, he might invite himself to my house 
for dinner. If he did, he would meet my lovely daughter.  
 
If he met her, they would both fall in love. I don’t want my daughter 
marrying someone who can’t afford a watch.” 

 
I share this because we so often don’t recognize our neighbor and often because, 
for one reason or another, “we don’t want to get involved….” 
 

I would suggest that the road from Jerusalem to Jericho goes right through where we 
live and work and play today.  Let us allow the “Good Samaritan story” to touch our 
lives. Let us be willing to touch, or be touched by, persons we don’t know or perhaps 
by persons we have once disliked.   For some of us, it may be persons of another 
color or race; for others, it may mean persons of a different political persuasion. This 
weekend it may be the members of an immigrant family who are experiencing great 
fear of immigration raids threatened to begin today in our city.  
 

4. And finally…Where do we find the answers to these questions? 
 
The first reading today gives us a clue, as does the poet Rilke.  The author of the book 
of Deuteronomy says that it is really “not too mysterious or remote…. It (the law – Love God 
and love your neighbor.) is something very near to you – already in your mouths and in your hearts. 
You have only to carry it out.”   Let us listen with our hearts to the cries of our neighbor. 
 
**** 
This reflection was presented to Old St. Mary’s Parish in Chicago as an Alliance for 
International Monasticism (AIM) mission appeal. Please learn more about how you 
can assist AIM-USA in providing tuition, travels costs, room and board to monastic 
sisters and priests to study theology, philosophy, scripture, medicine, and social work 
from their website here: https://www.aim-usa.org/. Monastic superiors are funded to 
attend national and international meetings that will offer direction on how to assist 
their communities develop and grow to be centers of life for others. The communities 
believe that educating their members is the key to ensuring the future of Benedictine 
life in their areas and to their serving the people of their villages and regions of the 
world. 
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