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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
April 25, 2021  
Reflection by Sister Benita Coffey, OSB 
Acts 4: 8-12, 1John 3: 1-2; John 10, 11-18  
 
Good morning.  Whenever we gather to celebrate Eucharist, we bring who we are today:   our 
recent experiences, our needs and intentions. If you already looked at or prayed with the scriptures 
for today, each of you very likely brings here now her own reflections because to each of us God 
must have had something worthwhile to say. Maybe you may be prompted to share your reflections 
at the dinner table! 

As I was preparing these reflections over the last several days, I kept struggling for a theme.  

On my early morning walk Friday, I greeted a woman walking her dog on Bell Avenue. 

She asked if I was one of the Sisters. Of course, I said yes. She then told me that she was one of the 
people in the choir that for some years, before the pandemic, came regularly to practice in our 
chapel. She wanted me to know that each time when she entered our building, it was for her an 
immediate experience of peace.  

She could not explain it, she said, but it was real, and she was grateful for who we are. On the rest 
of my walk back I kept mulling over the question, how often do I think about who we are? 

I am one of us! And who am I? 

Somehow these questions---who am I, who are we --- became what has pulled all of today’s 
readings together.  

Each of these scripture texts is about someone clarifying or explaining to others who they were! 

First, we had the passage from Acts. Here was Peter was making it clear that he and the others 
being accused of claiming power to cure, were simply followers of the crucified one, acting in Jesus’ 
name. That’s who they were! 

The second reading, that portion quoted from John’s 1st letter, reminded those early Christians ---
and us today ---of who we are: together as Church and each as an individual: we are God’s children. 

The verses from John’s gospel, provide us the opportunity to hear again about Jesus choosing a 
shepherd as an image to clarify his identity. This was just one of the ways he used during his lifetime 
to explain who he was. 

Earlier he had tried other images to get his point across. Once he had said “I am the light of the 
world.” At his last meal with his friends. “I am the true vine”. But for today we’re looking at the 
familiar “I am the good shepherd.” 

 In the time of Jesus, shepherding was a common occupation and a familiar scripture image. In this 
text, Jesus is identifying himself as a true, authentic, genuine shepherd: a strong selfless guardian, 
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willing and able to give his life for the flock entrusted to his care. John’s words present Jesus 
comparing himself to a shepherd so his followers…and now we…could learn his purpose  among 
them, who he was. He was a new way God had chosen to come; as human. and divine. The 
Israelites for centuries had known and believed in God. But here they were meeting this simple 
Galilean. They were mystifyed by a commoner who showed miraculous power at times.  

Jesus had come to teach how God was among them and would always be.  Yes, Jesus the Good 
Shepherd, our Saviour, our redeemer, remains with us: God alive and active today.  

That is our faith. We who know ourselves as the body of Christ, recognize ourselves as God’s way of 
remaining present and acting. So, who are we? We are Love alive. 

What we do as individuals, as Church, we do as Christ. So today, who are we?  Are we, imperfect 
human beings? Yes! Are we beloved children of God? YES. Are we instruments of LOVE in the 
world, responsible for care of the earth? YES! 

Truth be told, in our humanness, we have to be forgiving of and understanding of ourselves, 
recognizing that some things are beyond our control. Our emotions, for example. 

This past week, when that jury in Minnesota found Derek Chauvin guilty on several counts for his 
intentional act of violence that led to the death of George Floyd, emotions certainly must have 
been varied. And for some they may have been mixed. Feelings or reactions might have included 
relief, happiness for justice prevailed, anger that justice wasn’t really served, a sense of forgiveness, 
desire for this man’s safety, and perhaps repentance while he is in prison. If I know who I am, I can 
accept whatever my reaction was. Am I proud or disappointed about how I reacted.? Who am I 
these days? 

Today also marks the 58th Anniversary of the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, initiated in 1963, 
by Pope Paul VI. While appreciating all vocations, the Church concentrates its attention this day on 
vocations to the ordained ministries, to consecrated life in all its forms, and to the missionary life. 

In his address for today, Pope Francis spoke of the joy to be found when a person accepts her or 
his vocation. In one place he speaks of that joy, saying “It is the joy of simplicity, the joy 
experienced daily by those who care for what truly matters: faithful closeness to God and to our 
neighbour”. How do I perceive myself? Do I take joy in my vocation?  As a religious, for 70 years, 
who am I?  Who are each of you? 

Today, as we move on through the Easter Season, we are very aware that Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd did indeed lay down his life for all of us, the flock he holds dear. Living now in the 
kingdom beyond, Jesus has not left his flock abandoned. Through our understanding of our 
responsibilities as baptized daughters, we know that we are not only part of his flock to be 
shepherded but we are also in our humanity the presence of Christ in the world. It is through us that 
the work of the Good Shepherd continues. So, who am I?  I am the presence of Christ in the 
world? If that is who I am, what must I do? Really all I can is Be myself! 
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Certainly, on one level, we look to church leaders to shepherd us, and to political leaders to care for 
the people, but if we each are God present and active in the world, then we each act in God’s place. 
How can I? Who am I? 

That is the question we are each asked every day?  

Is not Jesus’ description of a strong, protective, alert and self-sacrificing person, supposed to be 
describing the way we each are to be? It would seem that each of us in seeking always a deeper 
relationship with God, will gradually learn that the answer to the question keeps changing. God 
alone is changeless. Let’s find joy and peace in asking often: who am I? Who am I today?  Embrace 
the day’s answer! 

If only I can accept the clearest image of my best self. And then just be myself, That is enough! 

 Yes, it is demanding. Yes, it can bring joy. Yes, it is a privilege. Yes, it is a challenge 

But it seems essential. It is LOVE at work.  You and I each know who we are. We are beloved.  
     I think today’s “take away” is hearing that God’s message is” Just be yourself! 

Nourished at this sacred meal today, may we find strength for that awesome task. 

 

 

 

 

 


