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The Feast of our Holy Father Benedict 
Jubilee Celebration 
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Reflection by Prioress, Sister Judith Murphy, OSB 
Proverbs 2:1-9; Ephesians 6:10-13; Matthew 19:27-29 
 
     We celebrate today with gratitude the generous gift that our Sisters Benita and Mary 

Frances made 70 years ago –the gift of themselves to be part this community --in praise of and 

in search for God.  We are thankful for their lives given and lived with us—for their presence, 

their prayer and their work. 

     We come to this life to seek God and sooner or later we realize that God is also seeking us 

and continues to seek us.  In part, this choice of life flows from the first and greatest 

Commandment-- to love God with our whole heart and soul and self.  In community life we 

are also tasked with learning to love and accept one another as part of seeking God in 

community, and also to love and recognize ourselves as part of appreciating God’s ongoing 

gift to us of our life. 

     Pope Francis, in his recent writings of Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti reminds us of the second 

great commandment--- to love our neighbor as ourselves—he says that by recognizing our 

shared human identity in the human family, we are called to a familial solidarity with the 

whole human family on earth;  that is  / to become aware of being family in and through our 

human experience, and progressively// taking the whole human family into our concern,// so 

that it may be said of us that we live in the context of others.  As we may be accustomed to 

think of ourselves in families, and as we think of ourselves in community—he asks us to let that 

awareness of being—of living-- in the context of others progressively grow.  A very big context to 

be aware of, indeed! 

And the hope is that growing awareness of this context, will continue to expand into a 

larger and larger circle of sisters and brothers throughout our world,…so that progressively 

this awareness grows and determines the choices we make …and begins to permeate our attitudes, 

so it may be truly said that we live in the context of others….all creatures on one earth, our 

common home….so that we become aware of the importance of all the decisions each of us 
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make in the condition and existence of our common home, the earth and all living systems on 

this earth.  Think of how our awareness and appreciation of this common home has grown 

since the picture of our earth was taken by the first astronauts from the moon…how this earth 

is home to so many and so much---all of us. 

  On entering this community, we came to what Benedict calls a “school of the Lord’s 

service”, and the curriculum in this school turns out to be ever-expanding and deepening over 

time.  And Benedict tells us that, rather than graduating, we will come to run in the way of 

God’s commands—of love. 

     The Rule of Benedict begins with the exhortation to Listen.  Listen with the ear of your heart. 

Thomas Merton taught his novices that the school of the Lord’s service is about learning 

about Mercy and Compassion and Forgiveness, a curriculum of the heart.  In community, as 

in family, we live close enough with one another that our rough edges and limitations are easily 

known …we are aware each day of our need to give and receive forgiveness.  And the psalms 

we pray in common are full of stories of the Mercy of God, God’s merciful forgiveness, over 

and over with the chosen people…and we learn to ask for and receive this merciful 

forgiveness… as the attitude to have toward one another, over and over.  The reading from 

Proverbs said Turn your ear to wisdom…savor these stories of God’s way with us; let it wash 

through us in meditation—turn our ears to wisdom;  tune our ears to wisdom, letting God’s 

word and ways wash through us. 

     We are asked to be aware of so much in the 24 hour news cycle…As conscious and loving 

Christian people, we are tasked with listening with the ear of our hearts. 

A wise philosopher-psychologist commenting on our world’s world conditions in the mid-20th 

century said we need to keep both head and heart engaged as we grow in awareness of our 

world and conditions in it: “The head without the heart can be homicidal; and the heart 

without the head can be suicidal. And: The heart is the chief feature of the functioning mind.  

The heart is the chief feature of the functioning mind.  As Jesus said: Love one 

another…We need to take good care of this listening heart and ask God’s grace-- to help us 
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bring our listening hearts, our compassion and understanding to one another and to the many issues 

we are tasked to engage with in our world today, in familial solidarity with our earth. 

     Lest we get caught up in the clouds, we need to remember that all of this is a daily process 

that we live into gradually.  Today is the day we have.  Today is our prime time.  And each day 

we begin again.  May we listen with the ear of our heart. 


